
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
________________________________________________________________________________

“Final To-Dos”
Matthew 7:12-20

Big Idea: Jesus gives some final to-dos related to living for Him in the world today.

To-dos related to living for Jesus in the world today:
Act towards others exactly how you want others to act towards you (12).

Jesus commanded His disciples to do to others as they wished others to do to them. What’s 
important to see, however, was that this “golden rule” wasn’t just a good suggestion that’s grounded 
in good logic when it comes to relationships in the world. This command of Jesus, related to the way 
that His disciples acted towards others, was grounded in God’s law and His Word! The command 
that Jesus gave His disciples concerning their treatment of others was the very heart of God’s law for 
His people and God’s Word to His people through the prophets. In other words, Jesus demanded 
that His disciples do to others as they wished others to do to them because this kind of action in their 
lives was God’s desire and plan for their lives. The “golden rule” isn’t about doing the right thing for 
self-benefit; the “golden rule” is about obedience to the heart of God in how we interact with and 
treat others in our lives. As a follower of Jesus, act towards others exactly how you want others to 
act towards you because it’s at the very core of God’s desire for living for Him in the world today.
1. Read Mt. 7:12. What does Jesus mean to “do also to them?” Think and discuss in concrete 

terms about what that “doing” involves in both positive and negative situations in life.
2. How do you struggle with acting towards other exactly how you want others to act towards you? 

Why? What’s the key to victory in these struggles (Read Romans 8, and discuss.)?
3. Read the last part of Mt. 7:12 again. What does Jesus mean when He stated that this command 

“is the Law and the Prophets?” How is this important in terms of your motive for obeying this 
command of Jesus.

4. Specifically, how can you — or do you need to — live out this to-do in the coming week as you 
live for Jesus in the world today? Pray for His power to live for Him.

Witness for Jesus in a way that shows others that Jesus is the only way (13-14).
Jesus had taught His disciples about a true heart for God and about true living in the 

kingdom of God. He was coming to his final summaries and warnings to give them direction for the 
future, and one of the things that He wanted to make sure that they understood was that following 
Him would never be the most popular thing to do. Jesus gave His disciples a simple illustration to 
emphasize this point, including a wide gate with an easy way and a narrow gate with a difficult way. 
The point was simple and is still very true today: Following Jesus is the narrow way. It’s not easy, 
and there will always be a smaller number of people who decide to go the way of Jesus. However, 
Jesus is the only way to life. Jesus is the only way away from destruction. Jesus is the way! Today, 
things haven’t changed. Following Jesus — truly following Jesus — will never be the popular way to 



go in this world. It will never be the easy way in life, but following Jesus is the only way to true, 
abundant, and eternal life. These words would be a future encouragement to Jesus’ disciples, who 
would face tribulation and persecution for their faith in Jesus. These words would be a reminder that 
following Jesus is worth the cost in this world because Jesus is the only way. These words should 
still challenge and encourage us today to live for Jesus in a way that clearly shows others that Jesus 
is the only way!
1. How have you experienced the truth that truly living for Jesus is a narrow way that’s difficult?
2. How have you experienced the truth that truly living for Jesus does lead to true life?
3. Think about someone you know who’s living on the broad way that leads to destruction. Take 

time in your group to share and to pray for these individuals.
4. How are you living your life and sharing Jesus through your words to this person that God’s put 

into your life? Commit to talk to them this week about the narrow way that leads to life: Jesus!

Discern false work in the name of Jesus to protect the work of Jesus (15-20).
Finally, Jesus warned His disciples to watch out for false teachers and followers. Not only 

would His disciples encounter resistance from a world that rejected Jesus as the way to life, but His 
disciples would also encounter trouble from people who attempted to exploit Jesus for personal gain. 
Jesus told His disciples that there would be those who were wolves in sheep's clothing. In other 
words, Jesus commanded His disciples to beware of people who would damage the work of Jesus 
and the people of God by using the way and the name of Jesus for selfish motives. Jesus went on to 
teach His disciples how they could discern and distinguish between the true and the false work that’s 
done in His name, which was by the fruit that was produced through one’s life. Good fruit would 
simply line up with a heart (belief) and a life (action) that was truly living for the Lord in the world, 
according that all that Jesus had taught His disciples from the beginning of Matthew 5. Bad fruit 
would fail to produce the good fruit of a heart that’s surrendered to God and a life that’s lived for the 
glory and work of God. Today, Jesus words of wisdom haven’t changed. Followers can know — 
discern — the false work in the name of Jesus through the fruit in the lives of the workers, and 
discerning false work in the name of Jesus is still important to protecting the work of Jesus in the 
world.
1. Is bad fruit ever counted as good fruit in the minds of some people today? If so, in what ways? 

What’s the key to distinguishing bad fruit from good fruit?
2. Review Matthew 5-7. From God’s Word, give examples and discuss the good fruit of a heart 

that’s living in the kingdom of God.
3. Why does Jesus call false teachers and followers “wolves?” What does that imply when it comes 

to the potential danger to the body of Christ and the work of Christ?
4. Pray for protection from “wolves” in our churches, and pray for spiritual discernment in our 

churches to protect the work of Jesus in the world.


